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Incidents and Reflections—No. 191. 
INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT. 

When James Backhouse was in the Island of 
Mauritius, he met with an accident, which is re- 
lated below. His reflections are instructive ; and 
his feeling that he had attained a sense of ac- 
ceptance ‘with God, through Christ, by attention 
to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, accords with 
the declaration of the Apostle John, “ If we walk 
in the light, as God is in the light, we have fel- 
lowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” He 


the river.where it was narrow 
and rapid, I was taken off my feet by the cur- 
rent. Being preserved free from agitation, I im- 
mediately turned with my head up the river, to 
avoid striking it against the rocks, and seeing a 
hole in one, capable of receiving the ends of three 
fingers, 1 caught hold by it, ‘and quietly drew 
myself along its side. Any sudden effort would 
have oc casioned me to lose my hold; and though 
there seemed a probability that, had I re: ached 
the pool below in safety, 1 might have got out, 
by the assistance of my friend from Seychelles, 
who was a good swimmer, yet the foaming of the 
river amongst the rocks in the descent, rendered 
this very doubtful. As the rock was too perpen- 
dicular to admit me to get out there, I allowed 
myself to be carried down, as far as my arm 
would reach, and thus came in sight of a “better 
fastening for my other hand, where the rock 
sloped sufficiently for me to climb up its side, so 
that I soon reached the shore, on the side from 
which I had come. 

“While in the water, and conscious of the un- 
certainty of life being continued more than a 
few minutes, I was permitted again to prove the 
stability of that foundation on which I had built 
my hopes of eternal life. Only one small cloud 
seemed to interpose between my soul and God, 
and that began to vanish when I looked upon 
the offering which Jesus Christ made of himself 
for the sins of mankind, so that I felt no doubt 
of acceptance with God through Him. I had 
attained to this state, through attention to the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, sent of the Father, 
in the name of his beloved Son, and when, pre- 
served from the ‘floods of great waters,’ I saw 
clearly that as regarded the future, I must seek 
the help of the Spirit, in watchfulness and prayer, 
that the cause of this one cloud might be removed. 
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The warmth of a tropical sun soon dried my 
light clothing, and as I had lost nothing but a 
tin vasculum, which I dropped in the river, in 
order to have my hands at liberty, we pursued 
our walk homeward, thankful for my escape.” 

The same writer records in his Travels in 
South Africa, a conversation with an intelligent 
missionary at Caffraria, who fully admitted that 
the conviction of right and wrong was known 
by the Caffers; but he attributed it to “their 
thoughts accusing or else excusing one another,” 
bya ‘merely natural process. He observed, how- 
ever, that if this were the case, the thing was the 
work of God, and therefore the glory belonged 
to Him, and that the difference between his views 
on the subject and those of James Backhouse and 
hiscompanion, merely related to the question, 
whether these convictions were, or were not, the 
immediate work of the Holy Spirit. James says: 

‘““We were prepared to admit that there might 
be'a misinformation of the conscience, by which 
it might be troubled and misled, but this did 
not alter our convict ion, that the condemna- 
tion felt by unconverted persons respecting 
things essentially evilf in which it would be 
natural for them to take pleasure, could not 
reasonably be attributed to themselves, but was 
referable to a Divine light, which was essentially 
good, shining into their darkness; and which, 
though not comprehended, nevertheless made 
manifest the things that were reprovable. My 
companion could appeal to his own experience, 
in being first led to the reception of Christian 
doctrine, by attention to such convictions; under 
the persuasion, that that which bore witness 
against him, could not be of himself; and that 
these convictions bore the character of what was 
described in the Seriptures as the work of the 
Holy Spirit. I had been taught from infancy 
to regard these convictions as the 
my Heavenly Father by his Spirit; and in at- 
tending to them I had been given to feel the love 
of Christ, and gradually to understand the way 
of salvation. We could, also, both testify abund- 
antly to the Divine condescension, in regard to 
the measure in which we had been favored with 
the guidance and teaching of the Holy Spirit in 
the progress of the work of grace; and to the 
constraint of spirit which we often felt, to testify 
to others of the grace of God, given through 
Jesus Christ, and drawing to Him, as the sacri- 
fice for sin and the Saviour of those who repent 
and believe in Him.” 

On another occasion during his South African 
travels, James Backhouse met with a proof that 
the Holy Spirit acts on the heart independently 
of any outward teaching. He says:— 

« After as santy meal of coffee and bread, we 
rode briskly about twenty miles, over sandy 
ground, on which the fresh traces of the Gems- 
bock’ s feet were numerous, to Oeg Grawep, or 
Footjes Kraal, where there was a hole of good 
water, near a solitary mat hut, occupied by Jonas 
Engelbrecht, an aged man of Hottentot descent, 
and his family, who had charge of some cattle 
belonging to J. H. Schonelen. Here we rested, 
the heat being intense; read to the people, and 


teaching of 


spoke to them on the way of —— At the 
conclusion, J. Engelbrecht said, he could ae- 
knowledge that w hat had been said was the truth ; 
for that before any missionary came into this 
part of the country, he was much troubled in 
mind, under a feeling that all was not right with 
him, though he could hardly say in what: as he 
kept under these feelings, he was made watchful 
and became more peaceful; but when he heard 
that a missionary was come into the neighbor. 
hood, he went to hear him, and then he learned 
more clearly the way of salvation.” 

After some religious service among the mili- 
tary and others at the Caffer-drift Post, J. B’s 
narrative states: “ We rode to Clumber, a pretty, 
rural settlement, where the Wesleyans have a 
neat little chapel. On the way we called upon 
a man named Richard Hulley, a> quiet, sweet- 
spirited Christian, who related to us, with much 
simplicity, the following remarkable cireum- 
stance, which occurred in connection with his 
being effectually turned to the Lord. He was 
formerly negligent of the things which concerned 
the glory of God and the peace of his own soul, 
and had been spending his time with unsteady 
companions, when he was applied to, to obtain 
some honey for a missionary who was ill. In 
endeavoring to do this, he ascended a tree, and 
cut out a wild-bees’ nest, but, losing his hold, he 
fell from the branch on which he stood, to an- 
other, and ultimately to the ground, and broke 
one or more of his ribs by the fall. The injury 
was succeeded by great pain and lock-jaw, so 
that he was extremely ill for about three weeks. 
When in this state he felt, that unless Divine 
mercy were extended to him, he should perish, 
body and soul. Under a powerful conviction of 
the awfulness of his situation, he arose from his 
bed, and on bended knees, implored deliverance. 
When praying, he tnought he heard a voice en- 
couraging him to persevere, with the assurance 
that his prayer should prevail, and soon after 
this, he felt a great change in himself; his mind 
was filled with peace, and his body with comfort ; 
he moved himself about to feel the extent of the 
change, and found that his broken rib was re- 
stored.to soundness,* and his jaw loosed ; his pain 
was also gone, and he returned to bed with tears 
of joy and songs of thanksgiving. He was much 
emaciated by his previous illness, during which 
he had been unable to sleep, but now, as he lay 
praising the Lord for his goodness, he heard 
again, as it were, a voice, w hich said, ‘ Peace, be 
still” Attending to this injunction his mind be- 
came quiet; he fell asleep, and slept till the 
morning. When he awoke, he was still much 
reduced in flesh, but in sound health, which he 
continued to enjoy at the time of our visit.” 

When on the Island of Mauritius, James Back- 
house mentions being at a religious meeting in 
which he endeavored to press upon the audience 
“the necessity of attention to the convictions of 
the Divine Spirit, which leads out of conformity 


* The knitting of the bone had probably taken place 
in the interval that had elapsed since the accident. 
But even with this explanation, the account is a re- 
markable one. 
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to the world, and into conformity to Christ.” 
He adds, “I trust our being here has tended to 
impress this important doctrine with more depth 
and clearness on some pious minds, whose labor 
in the promotion of that which is good, we have 
reason to believe, would have been much more 
effectual if it had been exerted under this pre- 
cious direction.” 


J. W. 


For “‘ Tue Frienp.”’ 
The Cruise of the Marchesa. 


KAMSCHATKA. 
(Continued from page 350.) 

Soon after landing at Napha-kiang, “we were 
considerably astonished at the appearance on 
the scene of an individual whom, at first sight, 
we took to be an English missionary. Dressed 
in a long coat of broadcloth reaching nearly to 
his heels, and with his netherman encased in a 
pair of buckskin breeches, he presented a some- 
what extraordinary appearance, which was fur- 
ther heightened by a haggard face and a pair 
of deep-set, hawk-like eyes. He informed us that 
he was an American, and that he had resided at 
Napha for some months in company with another 
‘gentleman from the Western States.’ At a later 
period of our visit the Liu-kiu authorities asked 
us if we could afford them any information as to 
the object of their two visitors, at the same time 
suggesting that it might possibly be very pleasant 
if we could offer them a passage to Japan in the 
Marchesa. In our reply we regretted that we 
were unable to afford them assistance in either 
particular. Only three Europeans have, I be- 
lieve, previously resided on the islands, and in 
each case the most rigorous surveillance was ex- 
ercised over all their movements. A special 
guard invariably attended them, and, though 
subject to no insults or annoyance, little or no 
liberty was allowed them. A similar system ap- 
peared to have been followed in the case of our 
‘American friends, and, although they had been 
on the island for so long, they had never been per- 
mitted to go outside the town. The Europeans 
one meets with in the holes and corners of the 
world are, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, 
either scientific travellers or missionaries. If 
they fall under neither of these categories, one 
does not seek to inquire further, and we were 
quite content in the case of our two acquaint- 
ances to limit ourselves to the acquisition of such 
information on the subject of Liu-kiu and the 
Liu-kiuans as they were able to afford us.” 

Guillemard and his party were the bearers of 
letters of introduction from Nagaoka, formerly 
Japanese Minister to the United States, whose 
cousin was at the time Governor of the Liu-kius. 
Through the aid of these, although with some 
difficulty, they succeeded in obtaining permission 
to visit the capital Shiuri, which is situated a few 
miles in the interior. The country was found to 
be in a high state of cultivation; and the walls 
and palaces of Shiuri curious and interesting ; 
but the absence of any one who could freely in- 
terpret, greatly restricted the gaining of much 
information beyond what their own eyes could 
furnish ; nor was there opportunity given for a 
study of the birds and other natural productions 
of the island, which would have been so interest- 
ing to a naturalist. 

After leaving Liu-kiu and calling at Japan, 
the Marchesa steamed northward to Kamschatka, 
the great peninsula which extends southward 
from Siberia, and entered Avatcha Bay, which 
is said to be one of the finest harbors in the world. 
Qur author says, the wildness and desolation of 
the scene, as they approached the south-eastern 


coast of Kamschatka was indescribable. “ Pre- 
cipitous cliffs, at the foot of which none but a 
bird could land; deep valleys running dowr to 
the sea, at whose mouths still lay the accumu- 
lated masses of last winter’ssnows ; pinnacle rocks 
like rows of iron teeth shown to warn off any one 
rash enough to contemplate a landing,—this was 
what met our gaze as we anxiously scanned the 
coast with our glasses. Beyond, the land rose 
in abrupt humps and irregular masses, and ap- 
peared to be clothed with a uniform growth of 
low, but dense underwood, above which the dis- 
tant cones of snow stood out clear and hard 
against the sky.” 

On the shores of Avatcha Bay lies the little 
village of Petropaulovsky, with about 300 in- 
habitants, of whom 9 or 10 are Europeans. It 
was once a military post, but the fortifications 
and barracks were destroyed by the English in 
1855, during the war with Russia, and have not 
been rebuilt. Kamschatka still remains under 
the government of Russia, and there would seem 
to be little inducement for any other nation to 
endeavor to wrest it from her possession. The 
population is very small, and is located chiefly 
along the streams, where the enormous supply of 
salmon and other fish furnishes them with food. 
The principal business of the country is hunting 
sable and other fur-bearing animals for the sake 
of their skins. Of these the sable is the most 
important. It is an animal belonging to the 
Weasel family, and makes its home in holes at 
the root or in the trunks of trees. They dislike 
the presence of man, and are rarely to be found 
in the neighborhood of the villages ; their favorite 
resort being the depths of the forests least fre- 
quented by the natives. It is considered that 
the most inaccessible and least known parts of 
the country are the best hunting-grounds. They 
live on hares, birds of all kinds, and in short, 
almost any living thing they can kill, but they 
are also said to eat berries, and even fish. There 


are, indeed, but few animals, apparently, which. 


do not live on salmon in Kamschatka. They 
have only one litter during the year, generally 
in the Fourth Month, and bring forth four or 
five young at a birth in a nest in the holes of 
trees. When the hunter is bitten for the first 
time by one of these animals, the bite is almost 
invariably followed by severe illness; but on 
subsequent occasions no ill effects, with the ex- 
ception possibly of slight inflammation of the 
wound, are produced. 

There are various methods employed in catch- 
ing sables, but a less number are trapped now 
than used formerly to be the case. Dogs are 
almost invariably employed to run them down 
in the deep snow or to tree them; and they are 
also smelt out by these trained animals in their 
holes at the roots of trees. The great object is to 
tree the sable if possible. The hunter then sur- 
rounds the base of the tree with nets, and either 
shakes down his quarry or knocks it off the 
boughs with sticks. If it does not fall into the 
net it is ran down by the dogs, or compelled 
again to take refuge in a tree. Should the tree 
be too high for this-method to be successful, it is 
cut down, or the sable is shot; but the hunters 
generally avoid the use of the gun if possible, as 
it is apt to spoil the skin. 

A catch of 20 sables in a season is considered 
exceptionally good. Besides these the hunters 
procure bear, otter and other skins. The most 
valuable of all is that of the Sea-otter (Enhydra 
lutris), a perfect pelt of which in the European 
market has been known to realize £120! 

In order to explore more of the country and 
collect such birds and other objects of natural 


history as it might afford, our travellers decided 
to hire pack-horses and journey northward til] 
they struck the upper waters of the Kamschatka 
River; and then to hire canoes of the natives 
and sail down it to its mouth, at the northern 
end of the gulf of the same name. There the 
Marchesa had orders to meet them. 

Their overland journey lay partly through 
dense forests of birch, and partly over vast 
stretches of level ground, where the course was 
marked by long poles 15 or 20 feet high, which 
in winter served to guide the traveller over the 
dreary wastes of snow. In the forest, the trees 
are “blazed” by a vertical slit cut in the bark 
by the hunter’s axe. This gapes with the growth 
of the tree, and forms a conspicuous oval mark 
10 or 12 feet above the ground. 

Of the Birch tree, our author remarks: “The 
birch is to the inhabitants of northern regions 
very much what the bamboo is to the natives of 
the south. It is his general utility tree, and 
without it he would indeed be badly off. The 
stem is used in the construction of the sledges, 
and the inner bark is said to be cut green and 
used for food. From the knotty parts of the 
wood good spoons are made, while the multifari- 
ous uses to which the smooth and pliant bark is 
adapted in the construction of dishes, cups, and 
vessels of all kinds are so well known by every 
northern traveller as to need no description. 
The boxes are often much ornamented with 
stamped designs, and are occasionally painted, 
or rather dyed, with blue and white; while the 
oval shape so commonly seen in Scandinavia is 
not infrequent. To the European traveller the 
tree is equally useful. Cups and other articles 
can be made with the greatest readiness ; fires can 
be lighted in the wettest weather with the thin 
inflammable bark, and the inner layers of the 
latter form excellent writing-paper, the charac- 
ters on which no quantity of rain will injure or 
render illegible.” 

(To be continued) 


For “* Tue Frrenp.” 
Jottings. 
“And you hath He quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.”’—Eph. ii. 1. 

It is the quickened soul, by the spirit that 
created it, that feels the load of sin that rests 
upon it. We may lay many hundreds of pounds 
in weight on the breast of a dead man and he 
would not feel it in the least; but let life spring 
in him in healthful vigor, then even an ounce 
would be troublesome, and he would soon rid 
himself of it. 

It was the entrance of the quickening Spirit 
of God that led the multitude on the day of 
Pentecost to feel the load of sin on their souls, 
and to ery for deliverance. It was the same that 
led the Philippian jailor to cry out, “ what must 
I do to be saved?” And many others of whom 
we read in the Holy Scriptures, and even down 
to our own day, have we seen writhing under the 
same crushing weight; and ourselves, also, have 
groaned in anguish under the deadly load until 
the deliverer freed us of it. And yet this load 
was in no ways burdensome, but rather pleasant, 
until eternal life sprang within us. 

“No man can come to me,” said Jesus, “ ex- 
cept the Father which hath sent me draw him;” 
and that is done by his quickening spirit—a mea- 
sure of which is given to every man to profit 
withal. But if rejected now, its quickening 
power will again make itself felt with redoubled 
weight in that dread day approaching when un- 
regenerate sinners shall call on the rocks and 
mountains to fall on them. 
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For “ Tue Frrenp.”’ 


On Judging, and Fault-finding. 
Paul, while in darkness, seemed to be full of 
a fault-finding, and of a persecuting spirit against 
the children of light: and thought he was doing 


God service. But after he had seen the great 
light of the gospel, and had been miraculously 
turned to it, he writes to the natural man, say- 
ing, “ Thou art inexcusable, O man! whosoever 
thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest 
another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that 
judgest doest the same thing.” And now Paul, 
with all his enlightened fellow-believers, are sure 
that the judgment of God is according to truth. 
And that the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness, because that which may be known of God 
is manifest in them, for God hath showed it unto 
them. And he that is spiritual judgeth all things, 
yet he himself is judged of no man, except it is 
by those who love to find fault and to condemn. 
But if we have not the Spirit of Christ we are 
none of his; and have no Divine right to judge 
such as have. While such as are spiritual have 
their right of judgment from Him who is the life 
and light of men. But such as have not received 
the true light are too much like Paul was before 
his conversion, ready to find fault with and to 
judge down such as are judging righteous judg- 
ments. But is there not a sorrowful danger of 
such treasuring up “wrath against the day of 
wrath and the revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, who will render to every man ac- 
cording to his deeds ?” 

After Paul had enlisted on the right side, and 
was filled with the Holy Spirit, he was very bold 
and courageous against the evil deeds of dark- 
ness. So he judged one, on a certain occasion, 
of being full of all subtilty and mischief, and 
called him a child of the devil, and an enemy of 
all righteousness; and pronounced a judgment 
upon him. And Christ himself said to the un- 
believing Jews, “ Ye are of your father, the devil; 
and the lusts of your father ye will do.” If we 
now were to use such language, we should be 
told that we must not judge, lest we be judged ; 
and would be called fault-finders, and too hard; 
and that our language did not show a Christian 
spirit. But the true Christian has a right to 
judge down, and to condemn wrong things; else 
where would be the need of watchmen to give 
the alarm in time of danger? But his right to 
judge is a Divine one. They who are ignorant 
of God’s righteousness are not in a condition to 
give righteous judgments; but they are at times 
very ready to judge and find fault with such as 
judge righteously. So the natural man and the 
spiritual man may each judge and find fault with 
the other. But the one gets his right from the 
Father of lights in whom there is no variable- 
ness or shadow of turning. While the other is 
influenced by the prince of the power of the air, 
who rules and reigns in the children of disobedi- 
ence. If we are of the world, the world will love 
its own, and will induce us to listen to, and obey 
the teachings of the world which lies in wicked- 
ness ; and which loves darkness rather than light 
because its deeds are evil. And if our deeds are 
evil, we shall be ready to join in with and obey 
the teachings of that spirit which finds fault with 
and persecutes that which is good, and condemns 
those who speak against its lifeless and ungodly 


me 

Ve may hold the truth in the head, and con- 
tend for it with zeal, while the heart is yet in 
unrighteousness. But while we are holding the 
truth in unrighteousness, and embracing the 





noisy religion of the head, we shall continue to 
find fault with such as are endeavoring, more in- 
wardly and silently, to seek after the righteous- 
ness of God, which is revealed, often without 
words, from faith to faith. And such are not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for they know 
it is the power of God unto the salvation of all 
who believe and obey it. But the silent waiting 
for the arising of this gospel power, which our 
forefathers so eminently relied on, is now very 
much discarded by the wise and prudent of this 
world, because their faith stands more in the wis- 
dom and power and eloquence of men, than in 
the power of God. So our meeting-houses are in 
many places left desolate, or the Divine power 
has abundantly departed; and the enemy has 
come in like a flood, ready to judge down and to 
persecute and find fault with the tried remnant, 
who are silently mourning over the desolations 
of our Zion. But thou art inexcusable, O man, 
whosoever thou art, that thus judgest: for thou, 
in thy darkness, art doing the same things which 
thou art condemning others for doing in the 
light. 

But the natural man loves darkness rather 
than light, because his deeds are evil. So he 
does not want them brought to the light, lest they 
should be reproved. So he listens to the deceiver. 
Thus we see we have the angels of God to listen 
to, and to govern and lead us in our thoughts, 
words and deeds; and we have the fallen and 
seducing spirits, which would willingly lead us 
further and further away from the kingdom of 
God ; and they are contrary the one to the other. 
“But thanks be to God which giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” We read 
that there was war in heaven : “ Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon ; and the dragon 
fought and his angels, and prevailed not.” And 
I believe there is, as it were, a warfare in every 
heavenly-minded man, until he gains the victory. 

ut we have the power and privilege to choose 
for ourselves, as to which leader we will follow, 
whether of life unto life, or of death unto death; 
as the children of light or the sanctified ones, 
have a right to judge of ministering spirits, to see 
whether they are of God or not: for many false 
prophets, under sheep’s clothing, are gone out 
into the world. And we all have to be tried : for 
“God shall bring every work into judgment, 


with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 


whether it be evil.” 


That the children of light, or saints, as we 
might call them, have a right to judge of minis- 
ters, and see if they are of God; or whether they 
are from him who rules and reigns in the syna- 
gogue of Satan, I believe is a Scripture doctrine, 
and one which corresponds with the views of our 
forefathers. George Fox, in his Journal, ( Phila- 
delphia edition, page 528,) treats on the subject of 
judging, and speaks of a rough and high spirit 
which cries for a liberty that the Spirit and 
power of Christ cannot give, and which says: 
“We must not judge conscience, we must not 
judge matters of faith, we must not judge spirits 
nor religions,” &c. Yet George Fox says, “ they 
that are in the pure spirit and power of God, 
which the apostles were in, judge of conscience, 
whether it be aseared conscience or a tender one; 
they judge of faith, whether it be a dead one or 
a living one; they judge of religion, whether it 
be vain, or pure and undefiled; they judge of 
spirits, and try them, whether they be of God or 
no; they judge of hope, whether it be that of 
hypocrites ér the hope that purifies, even as God 
is pure; they judge of belief, whether it be that 
which is born of God, and overcomes the world, 
or that which runs in the spirit of the world, 


which lusts to envy, and doth not overcome the 
world ; they judge of worships, whether they be 
will-worship and the worship of the beast and 
dragon, or the worship of God in spirit and in 
truth; they judge of angels, whether they be 
fallen, or those that keep their habitation; they 
judge the world, that grieves and quenches the 
Spirit, hates the light, turns the grace of God 
into wantonness, and resists the Holy Ghost ; they 
judge of hearts, ears and lips, which are circum- 
cised and which are uncircumcised ; they judge 
of ministers, apostles and messengers, whether 
they be of Satan or of Christ,” &c. 

Many other quotations might be made if space 
would admit, but I would much prefer that the 
candid enquirer should examine for himself; 
then, when we are speaking of the innovations 
which are so fast multiplying upon us, we should 
not, perhaps, be so often met with the language 
“judge not, lest ye be judged.” 

D. H. 

Dus.in, Inp., Fourth Mo. 18th, 1888. 


OO — 


For “ Tue Frienp.”’ 


Across the Alleghanies. 
(Concluded from page 346.) 

On our homeward journey, the friend in whose 
company I was, wished to spend a day in Pitts- 
burg to attend to some business; and this gave 
an opportunity of visiting with him some of the 
interesting manufacturing establishments which 
have grown up in that busy city. 

One of these was a very extensive manufactory 
of apparatus for electric lighting, including the 
machines in which the electric currents are gen- 
erated, and the incandescent lamps which are the 
illuminating agents. It would be difficult with- 
out suitable drawings to explain the operation of 
a Dynamo-electric machine ; but in general terms 
it may be stated that it is founded on the prin- 
ciple of induction, by which, when an electrified 
body is brought near, but not in contact with 
another body, it excites in it an electrical state 
opposite to that with which it is itself charged. 
In the Dynamos whose construction we saw, a 
central body of metal or coil, is placed, which is 
built up of numerous plates of thin sheet-iron 
with a non-conducting coat on one side, closely 
packed together. Around this are placed nu- 
merous coils of opper wire insulated by being 
wrapped in cotton and varnished with a resinous 
material. These are made to pass rapidly in 
front of each other, and a powerful electric 
current is thus generated. This current passes 
through the lamps, and so intensely heats the 
fine thread of carbon it contains, that it gives 
out the brilliant light which those lamps exhibit. 

Different manufacturers have different meth- 
ods of preparing the carbon filament for the 
lamps. In the factory we visited it was made 
from silk thread, which had been chemically 
treated and all the volatile matter removed by 
ignition. But in all such lamps it is necessary 
that the glass bulb in which the thread is placed 
should have the air removed, as otherwise when 

heated to whiteness by the passage of the electric 
current it would instantly take fire and be soon 
consumed. The exhaustion of the air is effected 
principally by the use of an improved form of 
air-pump, and completed by the passage of an 
electric current which, by the heat it produces, 
still further rarefies the air, and expels from the 
thread any that might have been entangled in 
its fibres. 

After leaving this interesting establishment, 
we climbed one of the high hills on the northern 
side of the town, to visit a maker of telescopes 
and other apparatus, principally optical instru- 





ments. As we were slowly ascending the steeply- 
graded road, a car passed us, similar in appear- 
ance to one of those on the street railways of 
Philadelphia and other cities. But no horses 
were attached to it, nor had it any connection 
with an underground or other cable to give it 
motive power. “Suspended on poles by the road- 
side were two large electric wires, through which 
ran a powerful current of electricity generated 
by apparatus which was, we suppose, located at 
the starting point of the cars. On each of these 
wires ran a block ; and from these two short wires 
connected with an electrical machine placed un- 
der the body of the car. Thus the current was 
made to pass through it, and the motion gener- 
ated by it was communicated to the wheels, and 
thus the car was driven up the steep ascent. 

Our telescope maker we found to be a perfect 
enthusiast in his business. Commencing life as 
a laborer in a rolling-mill, he had devoted his 
evenings to scientific pursuits, until they had 
gradually become his occupation. The pecuni- 
ary gain to be derived from his workshop, seemed 

be quite secondary in his estimation to the 
satisfaction of making perfect instruments, or as 
nearly so as is practicable for man. He had paid 
special attention to the preparation of perfectly 
flat surfaces of glass and metal for optical uses. 
This was efiected by careful and long continued 
grinding and polishing. In testing the accuracy 
of the plane surfaces, one piece of glass was 
placed on, another in a darkened room, and the 
yellow light obtained by throwing a jet of burn- 
ing gas on a piece of salt, was allowed to fall on 
them. Where the two surfi uces were in contact, 
colored bands were visible, the size and position 
of which depended on the evenness of the sur- 
faces, and the consequent closeness of the con- 
tact. So delicate was this test, that the slight 
pressure of the fingers on the edges of the small 
plate, nearly half an inch in thickness, at once 
deranged these bands, showing that it was sufli- 
cient to bend the plate, although in so slight a 
degree as to be inappreciable by any other test. 

One object in the preparation of these flat 
surfaces is to receive the fine lines, which are 
made on them for optical uses. So perfect is the 
machinery which has been constructed for this 
purpose, that 200,000 parallel lines have been 
ruled in a space an inch wide, quiring a micro- 
scope of high power to render them visible. The 
effect of such ruling is to give to the surface an 
iridescent play of colors such as is to be seen on 
the inner face of a mother-of-pearl and other 
shells; where it is produced by a similar cause— 
the deposition of the pearly matter in very fine 
lines, different parts of which reflect differently 
colored rays of light. This play of colors was 
most beautifully illustrated by some specimens 
of tropical butterflies and beetles which we were 
shown, in which the gorgeous colors of the wings 
varied according to the direction in which we 
looked at them, so that the two wings did not 
show the same shade at the same time. 

But however interesting these things are to the 
beholder, no description can convey the same 
impression to him who merely reads of them,— 
and this consideration admonishes me to be brief. 


J. W. 


“THERE is no one subject on which men have 
been more wicked than on war. There has been 
no one subject on which they have been and are 
more befooled. There is no one thing on which 
the sentiments of the world are more ceriainly 
destined to be changed. There is no one thing 
on which so much reputation has been gained 
which is to be reversed.”—A. Barnes. 


_—_—————_. 





THE FRIEND. 


SELECTED. 


TRUE VICTORY. 


He stood with a foot on the threshold, 
And a cloud on his boyish face, 

While his city comrade urged him 
To enter the gorgeous place. 


“There’s nothing to fear, old fellow! 
It isn’t a lion’s den; 

Here waits you a roy al welcome, 
From lips of the bravest men.” 


’Twas the old, old voice of the tempter 
That sought in the old, old way, 

To lure with a lying promise 
The innocent feet astray. 


“You'd think it was Blue Beard’s closet, 
To see how you stare and shrink! 

I tell you there’s nought to harm you— 
It’s only a game and a drink !” 


He heard the words with a shudder— 
It’s only a game and a drink! 

And his lips made bold to answer, 
“ But what would my mother think ?” 


The name that his heart held dearest 
Had started a secret spring, 

And forth from the wily tempter, 
He fled like a hunted thing. 


Away ! till the glare of the city 
And its gilded halls of sin 

Are shut from his sense and vision, 
The shadows of night within. 


Away ! till his feet have bounded + 
O’er fields where his childhood trod ; 
Away! in the name of virtue, 
And the strength of his mother’s God! 


What though he was branded “ coward !” 
In the blazoned halls of vice, 

And banned by his baffled tempter, 
Who sullenly tossed the dice. 


On the page where the angel keepeth 
The record of deeds well done, 
That night was the story written 
Of a glorious battle won. 


And he stood by his home in the starlight— 
All guiltless of sword and shield— 
A braver and nobler victor 
Than the hero of bloodiest field ! 
—N. Y. Observer. 
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SELECTED. 


CALLING THE ANGELS IN. 


We mean to do it. Some day, some day, 
We mean to slacken this fevered rush 

That is wearing our very souls away ; 
And grant to our hearts a hush 

That is only enough to let them hear 

The footsteps of angels drawing near. 


We mean to do it. O, never doubt, 

When the burden of the day-time broil is o’er. 
We'll sit and muse while the stars come out, 

As the patriarchs sat at the door 
Of their tents, with a heavenward gazing eye, 
To watch for the angels passing by. 


We're seen them afar at high noontide, 

When fiercely the world’s hot flashes beat ; 
Yet ne’er have bidden them turn aside, 

And tarry in converse sweet ; 
Nor prayed them to hallow the cheer we spread, 
To drink of our wine, and break our bread. 


We promise our hearts that when the stress 
Of the life-work reaches the longed-for close, 
When the weight that we groan with hinders less, 
We'll welcome such calm repose 
As banishes care’s disturbing din: 
And then,—we’ll call the angels in. 


The day that we dreamed of comes at length, 
When, tired of every mocking guest, 
And broken in spirit and shorn in strength, 
We drop at the door of rest, 
And wait and watch as the day wanes on,— 
And—the angels we meant to call, are gone! 
—Margaret J. Preston. 
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TRUE LOVE. —_— 
“ Tlow I love you, mother dear !”’ 
A little prattler said. 
“T love you in the morning bright, 
And when I go to bed. 


“T love you when I’m near to you, 
And when I’m far away ; 
I love you when I am at work, 
And when I am at play.” 


And then she shyly, sweetly raised 
Her lovely eyes of blue, 

I love you when you love me best, 
And when you scold me, too.” 


The mother kissed her darling child, 
And stopped a tear to hide ; 

My precious one, I love you most 
When I am forced to chide. 


I could not let my darling child 

In sin and folly go; 

And this is why I sometimes chide— 

Because I love you so.” 

anenennsenatliiGimmennninenan 
For ‘‘ Tue Frienp.” 

In connection with the Committee lately ap- 
pointed by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, to visit 
the subordinate meetings, a desire has been deeply 
felt that we, who do not stand appointed by the 
meeting, may work with the Committee in prayer- 
ful, earnest efforts; that every living member 
of this Yearly Meeting may be aroused to see to 
it, one for one, that with clean hands and pure 
hearts, we are endeavoring to stand in our right 
allotments before the Great Searcher of hearts; 
seeking for ability very earnestly to put up our 
petitions unto Him, “ who remains to be a God 
hearing and answering prayer ;’ that He would 
work in us those things which are pleasing in his 
Divine sight ; and build us up upon Christ Jesus, 
our adorable Saviour; and that He would re- 
move from us all that retards the spreading of 
his kingdom in our hearts; that we may more 
and more become “a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;” 
that we might “show forth the praises of Him 
who hath called” us “ out of darkness into his 
marvellous light.” 

And may none of us be merely looking for- 
ward to these visits of the Committee as being 
something pleasant and cheering to have their 
company and labors at, our little meetings or 
families; or wishing in a half way, as it were, 
that good may result therefrom. But may we 
go deeply down in the spirit of our minds, in all 
humility of soul, laying aside self and self-seek- 
ing. Desiring to be equipped with “ the weapons 
of warfare,” which “are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds; 
casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.” Being thus baptized 
in spirit for our own “ growth in the Truth,” and 
for the welfare of the Church, may we not trust- 
fully hope that the end and aim, for which this 
appointment was made in our Yearly Meeting, 
may be in some measure fulfilled. Believing, a8 
we do, that this concern originated in nothing 
less than in love for Him: w vho, “having loved 
his own that were in the world, He lov ed them 
unto the end.” 

Fifth Month, 1888. 

oi 

ALL that you thought you did by the Lord’s 
guidance. you may see come to nought; but if 
you sought Him in the doing thereof, ‘be content 
to see your works, as far as you can judge, set 
aside ; leave all to Him, and confide in his faith- 
fulness.—A. Shipton. 
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glow of his love for his Saviour. On the 14th 
of August, 1314, he appeared in the sireets of 
Bougiah, a town of Algiers, from which he had 
been banished, and made no secret of his identity. 
The people attacked him with fury, and he was 
dragged out of the city and buried under a heap 
of stones. 

The times in which Raimond Lull lived have 
always been regarded as an heroic age. They 
witnessed the culmination of that chivalric im- 
pulse, which flames forth like a glory on the 
otherwise dim background of the Middle Ages. 
But who that has the mind of Christ will com- 
pare the heroism of the Godfreys and Baldwins, 
the Tancreds and Barbarossas, the Richards and 
the Lewises, with that of this solitary and worn 
figure unfolding the banner of God’s peace amid 
the confused noise of warriors and garments rolled 
in blood; going forth single-handed to seek and 
to save a heathen world, and to receive from it 
little besides stripes and stones, imprisonment 
and death; and (no less heroic attitude!) vainly 
striving to arouse the Church from its carnal 
warfare and spiritual sloth to take up the sword 
of the Spirit, and to undertake the real work for 
which Christ died ?—JUl. Christian Weekly. 

erneenasinsidiabiidiiiaaseiingess 
For ‘‘ THe Frienp ” 

Elizabeth Greer says of her early life: “I was 
preserved from many temptations which were 
spread before me. When, in my youthful days 
marriage with some not in membership with our 
Society was proposed to me; gay as I was, I 
shuddered at such a thought as that of being cut 
off from a Society I dearly loved, and looked 
upon far above any other in the world, as to the 
purity of its principles when faithfully upheld. 
Though some of these proposals were such as the 
world might call a good settlement for me, yet I 
remained unmoved as to a wish to join myself to 
any of them; I believe my dear Lord was near. To 
Him alone be the praise for thus preserving me.” 


‘cnsieastnapatalliiijianmasumnieat 

The Trust of Childhood.—One of our present 
recollections of childhood is that it was a time 
when we were confident of being taken care of. 
We took no thought for raiment but to wear it 
when it was provided. We went to sleep with- 
out anxiety ; no distraction came into our dreams ; 
we did not spend our dream hours in carrying 
impossible burdens up interminable hills. It 
was but a moment from “good-night” to “ good- 
morning,” and the new days always blossomed 
out in original freshness and sparkle. 

The quietude of our young years was due, 
more than we thought of then, to the fact that 
we had a father and mother to go to when in 
trouble. They used always to help us out of our 
little difficulties. When the child comes in from 
outside, the first question he is likely to ask is, 
“ Where’s mother?” He may not want her for 
any thing particular, but he wants to know she is 
there. Having father and mother under the same 
roof makes the child sleep more quiet at night. 

And so among the larger difficulties that 
throng and swarm around us as we move along 
into older years, there is nothing we need so much 
as to feel that there is some one that stands to 
us in just the same relation now as father and 
mother used to stand to us years ago. That is the 
first idea of God we want to have formed in us 
when we are little, and the last idea we want to 
have of Him as we move out and up into the 
place prepared for us in the Father’s house on 
high. The first recorded sentence that Jesus 
spoke called God his Father, and his last re- 
corded sentence on the cross called God his 
Father.—Dr. C. H. Parkhurst. 


Natural History, Science, &c. 


A Newly-Discovered Goat.— The interest of 
European Zoologists has been awakened in a 
species of wild goat hitherto undescribed, which 
has been found on the little island of Joura, in 
the Grecian Archipelago. It is thus described: 

“The creature is of remarkably strong build, 
is smaller than the common goat, and is charac- 
terized by a coat of dark brown, marked with 
black bands. His sinewy legs remind one of 
the chamois. The assertion that this wild goat 
attacked the hunter and threw him into a rocky 
ravine seems perfectly credible after one or 
two experiences with the specimen in the Berlin 
Zoological Garden. The two-year old buck there 
gets on very well with his companions, but the 
sight of a man enrages him so that he rushes 
with great bounds toward the visitor, throwing 
himself with such force against the bars that they 
would long ago have been broken had not special 
care been taken to prevent such an accident. In 
spite of the failure of his daily attempts to attack 
great and small, he does not lose his pugnacious 
disposition, and a vain charge is made every time 
that a new comer appears, so that ladies and 
children often start back with cries of alarm. 

Unfortunately, the wild goat of Joura is nearly 
extinct; and the improved fire-arms will soon 
exterminate him. Itis, therefore, greatly desired, 
in the interest of science, that the slaughter shall 
end, and that steps shall be taken for the preser- 
vation of the species.” —Illustrirte Zeitung. 

The Oleander.—The oleander is found indig- 
enous in those parts of Asia Minor that are com- 
paratively free from frost. A traveler has recent- 
ly noted that it is quite abundant on the plains 
between the Taurus and the Mediterranean. 
Wherever he could get a view from some eleva- 
tion he could trace the snake-like course of the 
streams by the rosy-purple shade caused by the 
flowers of the oleander along the banks, as, along 
our dry plains, the cottonwood marks the lines 
of the streams. 


A Telegraph Messenger.—J. Rosholt, Cashier 
of the First National Bank of Mayville, Dakota, 
sends to Qur Dumb Animals the following account 
of a dog at Mayville, who, he thinks, “ will com- 
pare favorably with any other that we have read 
about.” 

“ Skip, for that is his name, is called the May- 
ville Telegraph Messenger. 

“The other day he was given a dispatch and 
told to go to a certain house which could be seen 
from the depot. Skip seemed to understand and 
off he went, found the house, scratched on the 
door and delivered the message, very much to 
the wonder and amusement of all. While his 
master was employed in a telegraph office at a 
small station called Ripon, Skip used to carry 
regularly the messages that were to be delivered 
to the section men who were working on the track, 
sometimes near and sometimes far off. 

“ But once last fall Skip showed more of his 
good sense than usual. He had been taken by 
some hunters far out into the country for the 
purpose of hunting prairie chickens. Skip soon 
tired of this and wanted to get back home. So 
one afternoon he started for the nearest railroad 
station, some thirty miles south of our town, and 
watched the incoming train. Assoon as the train 
had stopped, Skip jumped on to the train, looked 
around, but soon made up his mind that this train 
was going in the wrong direction, which was the 
fact, for the train was going south, and the train 
that would take Skip home would be going north, 
and there would be no train until the following 
morning. SoSkip jumped off and decided to wait 





until the right train should come along. He 
found a sleeping place somewhere around the 
depot, and on the following morning the expected 
north-bound train came which would take Skip 
home; and this he seemed to realize, for the train 
had no sooner stopped than Skip had jumped on 
board. The train had to pass several stations 
but Skip knew where he was going, so did not stir 
until Mayville was reached, when he got off and 
found himself very much at home, and perhaps 
inwardly grateful for the accommodation ex. 
tended to him.” 


The Tame Squirrels.—As showing how amusing 
the squirrel is in its habits, and how easily mem- 
bers of this family may be domesticated, a con- 
temporary relates the following: 

“Tn front of the telegraph office at Stockbridge, 
Mass., there is a large elm tree, which is the home 
of three red squirrels. A little girl who is em- 
ployed in the office comes out a number of times 
aday, and knocks on the trunk of a great tree, 
at the same time making a whirring noise, as 
squirrels do. Instantly three squirrels come out 
of the tree, and running down the trunk, they 
take the nuts she has in her hand for them, and 
go up toa place where the branches divide; then 
they sit upon the landing while they crack and 
eat them. ‘Two of them are very tame,’ she told 
us, ‘but one is rather wild yet.’ After the tame 
ones had been fed, she pointed up to one of the 
topmost boughs where the ‘ wild one’ sat looking 
down so very wistfully. The little girl kept 
knocking with the nut, and whirring like a squir- 
rel. Soon the little creature timidly began to 
come down from its high tower, halting and de- 
bating every now and then as it came nearer and 
nearer to the uplifted nut. At last it made one 
quick bound, snatched the nut, and was off to a 
place of safety again. The little girl told us they 
were going to put a squirrel-house in the tree, 
and try to keep and feed them all winter— 
Selected. 


A School for Fire Horses —At 58 Lawrence 
Street, Harlem, is the training school for all the 
fine, intelligent horses of the New York Fire 
Department. Here, says the New York World, 
the green horses are brought and trained to jump 
from their stalls at the first sound of the alarm 
gong and rush out to their stations, where they 
stand ready for the lightning-like adjustment of 
the harness, and quivering with impatience for 
the great doors to be thrown back, that they may 
whirl the ponderous engine or hose-carriage out 
into the street. 

About sixty perfectly trained horses are turned 
out from this school yearly. It astonishes one to 
find how rapidly this training is accomplished. 
The average horse understands his new duties 
pretty thoroughly at the end of two days, and 
the least intelligent of them never takes longer 
than a week. After thoroughly testing the green 
animal to find if his “wind” is in perfect condi- 
tion, he is put in a stall and led backward and 
forward to his station before the engine some 
dozen times or so to accustom him to ducking 
his head to get under the collar and harness. 
Then he is left in his stall and coaxed to come 
forward under the harness himself by kind words 
and rewards of candy and apples. He is then 
taught to come forward at the clang of the gong, 
and after a little practice at this his educatign is 
complete, and he is transferred to one of the Fey: 
ular fire-houses. 

The system of training here is entirely that of 
kindness, and recourse to the whip is never neces- 
sary. The horses seem to like the work, and grow 
as enthusiastic over it as one of the old volunteer 
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firemen. Of course horses that do this kind of 
work have to be both strong and speedy. Three 
hundred dollars is the average price paid for 
them, and they must be between sixteen and six- 
teen and one-half hands high, weigh from 1,200 
to 1,450 pounds, and be from four to six years 
old. Their usual length of active service is about 
five years. They are then auctioned off, and 
bring from $50 to $150. 
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Items. 


Secret Societies.—The Mennonite paper, Herald of 
Truth, in a brief editorial states the views of that 
body of Christians as to secret societies : 

“A brother writes: ‘What do you think of Men- 
nonites belonging to the order of Free Masons and 
the order of American Mechanics?’ There is noth- 
ing to think about on this question. Any member 
of the Mennonite church, who joins a secret order 
of whatever name or character, steps upon forbidden 
ground, acts inconsistently with his profession, trans- 
gresses the rules of the church and conference, walks 
unworthy of his vocation, and thus transgresses the 
teachings of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and becomes 
an offense to his children. We have in the last few 
years seen enough of these things to show every 
Christian plainly enough, that for the pure minded, 
devoted, non-resistant child of God there is no place 
with the secret orders that have in late years be- 
come so popular. Brethren and sisters, keep on 
safe ground, on the Master’s ground, and do not go 
out*of the lines, for there is always danger on the 
enemy’s ground.” 


Unclean Money.—It is st&ted that Sir A. B. Walker, 
of Liverpool, a brewer, has offered to build a cathe- 
dral in that city, at a cost of $1,250,000. Some of 
the religious papers object decidedly. They say he 
is not only a brewer but is owner of a large number 
of drink shops in Liverpool. The money he would 
put into the cathedral is, they say, “‘ blood-money,” 
and it ought not to be accepted. Says the Com- 
monwealth : 

“Bishop 4 is at the head of the Liverpool 
diocese; and Dr. Ryle, before he became a Bishop 
was noted for his strength of character and his 
manly outspokenness. But we have not heard that 
the Bishop has declined Sir A. B. Walker’s offer; 
we are afraid that we shall never hear of his having 
declined it.” —Exchange. 


The Papal Condemnation of the Irish “ Plan of 
Campaign.” It seems probable that many of the 
Irish Catholics will refuse to obey the recent advice 
of the Pope on the political questions that are agi- 
tating the people of that country, on the ground 
that it is not a religious subject, and therefore that 
he has no authority to interfere. The Irish Roman 
Catholic members of Parliament have issued a reply 
to the Papal rescript, in which they say: 

“While unreservedly acknowledging as Catholics, 
the spiritual jurisdiction of the Holy See, we, as 
guardians in common with our brother Irish repre- 
sentatives of other creeds of these civil liberties 
which our Catholic forefathers have resolutely de- 
fended, feel bound solemnly to reassert that Irish 
Catholics can recognize no right in the Holy See to 
interfere with the Irish people in the management 
of their political affairs.” 


Observance of the First-day of the Week.—In re- 
sponse to a numerously signed petition, requesting 
the Methodist General Conference to take the initia- 
tive in the formation of a Committee which shall 
represent American Christians in resisting the “ in- 
vasion of our day of rest and worship,” that body 
appointed several persons to represent it in such a 
committee, and invited other Evangelical denomi- 
nations to appoint similar representatives. 


Methodist Deaconesses.—The General Conference 
of the Methodists has authorized the establishment 
of an order of Deaconesses, whose duties shall be to 
care for the poor and sick, and in a general way to 
devote themseves wholly to such forms of Christian 
labor as may be suited to their abilities. They 
differ from the Roman Catholic “Sisters” in this 
important particular,—that no vow is to be required 
of them, and they are to be at liberty to relinquish 





their —— whenever they see proper. Those in 
each Annual Conference are to be under the care of 
a Board of nine persons, at least three of whom shall 
be women, who shall have authority to issue certi- 
ficates authorizing proper persons to act as deacon- 
esses. 


Bible Distribution.—The British and Foreign Bible 
Society last year issued 4,206,000 copies of the Bible 
—the largest issue ever known. 





Noruine but faithfulness and diligence, in 
doing the will of God from the heart, and 
making a sacrifice of our own, will ever enable 
us to give in our account with joy. 
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In The Friends’ Review of Fifth Month 3d, 
was published an Editorial article on the position 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, which speaks 
of that body as being “more than twenty years 
behind the rest of the co-ordinate bodies in the 
movement of re-animation.” Its writer evidently 
believed that it would be greatly to the advan- 
tage of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting were it to 
enter more fully into the same lines of church 
activities which have latterly been taken up by 
other bodies. 

Every thoughtful Friend must desire an in- 
crease of that zeal which flows from submission 
of heart to the influences of the Holy Spirit ; and 
which gives a willingness to spend and to be 
spent in the service of our Divine Master, and 
delights to see his kingdom spreading among 
men. On this point there is no difference of 
sentiment. But there is a difference of judgment 
as to the wisdom of following in the steps of some 
who have entered into “the movement of re-ani- 
mation,” as advised in the article referred to. 
As throwing light on this subject, we propose 
inserting some portions of a recent letter (written 
on 20th of Fifth Month) by a Friend in the West, 
who is connected with a meeting in which this 
‘movement of re-animation” has full sway. The 
writer is one who early entered into the move- 
ment, and has had knowledge of it in every stage 
of its progress. We regard his testimony as val- 
uable both from his intimate knowledge of the 
subject, and from the moderate, though earnest, 
tone in which he speaks :— 


“My mind at this time has been made inex- 
pressibly sad, by reading an editorial in a late 
number of the Review, on the position of Phila- 
delphia Yearly Meeting. I can fully agree with 
the editor that our beloved society in days gone 
by lacked much of being a perfect Church, — but 
I also remember many of its members of my own 
acquaintance, who were as he says, ‘Saintly men 
and women, who preached the word with unction 
and power.’ Ido not doubt for a moment the 
honesty and good intentions of the editor of the 
Review, but 1 must say that I fully believe, that 
when he says that ‘ Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing is twenty years behind the rest of the co-or- 
dinate bodies,’ he is speaking from the stand- 
point of the ‘ world,’ and not that of the ‘ spirit- 
ual kingdom’ which our Saviour came to set up. 

“At the time he speaks of, ‘More than twenty 
years ago’—I agree with him that our Society 
in the West had much need of a revival. I be- 
lieved it at the time, and personally went into 
the work with my whole heart. But we are told 
that of old ‘ when the sons of God came to pre- 
sent themselves before the Lord, Satan came to 


present himself also.’ Although then young and 
inexperienced in spiritual matters, I soon real- 
ized that Satan was presenting himself also, and 
determined by his artful devices—by appealing 
to the lust of the ear and eye, and the ‘ pride of 
life’—to so shape the revival movement as to 
turn a large share of the harvest thereof into his 
own storehouse. 

“But I sincerely desired a higher Christian 
life for myself and my beloved Society, and I 
still clung to the hope that the blessed leaven of 
the Holy Spirit would so prevail, as to finally 
overcome all the works of Satan. But as time 
passed on, it seemed to me that the prevailing 
was mostly on the enemy’s side. 

“ When I look back over this ‘twenty years’ 
referred to by the editor of the Review, it seems to 
me more like a dream than an actual fact. I doubt 
if there was a single Friend living ‘twenty years’ 
ago, who could by any manner of means have 
been made to believe that our Society could even 
in ‘one hundred years’ be carried so far from its 
original grounds, as has actually occurred in the 
past twenty. Little did I think, as I listened to 
that first hymn at the beginning of the revival 
referred to by the Review (which seemed very 
solemn and appropriate at the time) that I should 
live to see the day, when congregational singing 
should not only be common in Friends’ Meetings, 
but that organized choirs and the use of singing 
books should be permitted, and that a great con- 
ference of the Yearly Meetings should meet and 
separate without any direct word of reproof or 
caution on the subject. But not only has this 
come to pass, but I have lived to see ‘ organs’ 
introduced into our ‘Sabbath-schools’ and into 
meeting-houses for purposes of entertainment and 
diversion. 

“T have lived to know of those, who were once 
believers and upholders of our precious princi- 
ples, and ministers by acknowledgment of our 
Society,—to so far fall back into the old dispen- 
sation, as not only to uphold the ordinances in 
theory, but actually to administer ‘water bap- 
tism’ to some of their fellow-ministers. This fact 
I saw stated in the columns of the Review itself. 

“T have lived to see some of these same min- 
isters, sent as delegates to a great conference of 
the Yearly Meetings, and take an active part in 
promulgating a creed for our acceptance. In 
that conference they were put forward and hon- 
ored in such a way as to leave the impression 
that their actions and principles were fully en- 
dorsed. 

‘“‘T have not only lived to see the services of 
some of our ministers, contracted and paid for, as 
the tradesman would barter for any other com- 
modity, but also have known them to write out 
their sermons, advertise their delivery in the 
secular press, giving the subject or text to be 
treated. This fact also I saw stated in the Review. 

“T have lived to see two large Yearly Meet- 
ings, each confer such powers upon one of their 
members respectively, as I believe have never 
been exceeded by any other Protestant organiza- 
tion. I refer to that of the power to supply meet- 
ings with regular ministers. 

“As T look upon this advancing wave of forms 
and ceremonies and ritualism, trampling under 
foot all the priceless spiritual principles of our 
beloved Society,—and measuring its effect in the 
next ‘ twenty years’ by its record as above shown 
in the past, I am le& to enquire, ‘ What will the 
harvest be?’ Is this the ‘ life’ the editor of the 
Review would have breathed into the ‘ dry bones’ 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting? I have thought 
had he passed through some of the sorrowful 
scenes, allotted to many Friends in the West, in 





trying faithfully to maintain these cherished prin- 
ciples, and had known a tithe of the dissensions, 
persecutions and heartaches, occasioned thereby, 
he never could have written that editorial. 

“‘ My only hope for the future of our Society is 
in your Yearly Meeting. It seems to me that in 
some sense the ‘Ark of the Lord’ has been com- 
mitted to you, and to you is given in a great 
measure the responsibility of keeping up the true 
spiritual fire upon the altar, through this dark 
season. For your own sakes, and for the sake 
of the many tried and lonely ones scattered all 
over the West, I have prayed that you might be 
kept faithful. Keep the fire burning, but not of 
your own kindling,—the ‘ true fire’ cometh only 
from above. 

“T would not for a moment, however, have 
any thing I might say, encourage or foster a spirit 
of self-sufficiency. I think it must ever be humb- 
ling to the true follower of the Master to realize 
that he deigns to ‘use’ us as instruments in his 
work, even though our part of the work may 
simply be to ‘suffer.’ 

“T have no doubt you have many small meet- 
ings as was charged, and some weak unprofitable 
members, and many other causes of discourage- 
ment. Whyshould you not have? We used to 
think that we had about all we could do to save 
the young from the ‘world, the flesh and the 
devil, —representing the temptations outside of 
the church. But when, now is added to that, 
the temptations to our young people within the 
Society, I almost wonder that there is a real 
‘Friends’ Meeting’ anywhere that is able to hold 
its own, so I want you to be encouraged.” 


We have hesitated somewhat about publishing 
that part of the letter, which speaks of the position 
and responsibilities of Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing, lest it might seem to indicate a measure of that 
spirit of self-sufficiency which the writer cautions 
against. But the warning and the encourage- 
ment it contains seemed too valuable to be with- 
held. So far as we are able to judge, the prev- 
alent feeling at this time among the active mem- 
bers of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is not one 
of elation, but of humiliation, under a sense of 
the burthens which rest upon them; and of their 
own weakness and inability to cause the Lord’s 
work to prosper, except as they are enabled by 
the extension of Divine help. This feeling, we 
do not doubt, is shared by many elsewhere ; and 
the advice and encouragement of the writer 
may well be extended to Ohio Yearly Meeting 
(which convenes at Stillwater), and to those other 
bodies which are honestly endeavoring to uphold 
the principles originally held by the Society of 
Friends. 































































SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unirep Srates.—In the House of Representatives 
on Fifth Month 31st, the Senate bill creating a Depart- 
ment of Labor was passed with slight amendments. 

The General Land Commissioner reports that the 
total amount of land actually returned to the public 
domain, and opened to entry and settlement since Third 
Month 4th, 1885, is 80,690,720 acres. The total amount 
recommended by the Land Office for restoration, which 
is still pending, is 15,410,058 acres. 

On the 31st ultimo, the Prohibition Convention, at 
Indianapolis, nominated Clinton B. Fiske of New Jer- 
sey, for President of the United States, and Dr. John 
A. Brooks, of Missouri, for- Vice-President. 

On the 4th instant, the Cunard steamer Etruria, com- 
pleted her run across the Atlantic Ocean in six days, 
one hour and fifty-six minutes; being nearly 
hours faster than the previous best record. 

For the last week earthquake shocks have been felt 
almost nightly in a certain section of Columbia, South 
Carolina. The disturbances have been sufficiently se- 
vere to awaken inhabitants and rattle the sashes and 
furniture. ° 
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THE FRIEND. 








There is great excitement in Brown County, Indiana, 
over a discovery of gold near the village of George- 
town. The dust and nuggets are said to be in consid- 
erable quantity. 

The Jog jam in the Menominee River, Michigan, 
still exists. It is estimated that the jam contains 400,- 
000,000 feet of timber. 

The bill abolishing ener for all murders com- 
mitted after First Month Ist, 1889, and providing that 
the execution shall be carried out by the use of elec- 
tricity, has been signed by Governor Hill, of New 
York. The bill further provides that the court de- 
livering the sentence shall name merely the week 
within which the execution shall take place, the day 
of execution being left to the discretion of the prin- 
cipal prison officer. 

Along the Florida coast, it is reported, the birds are 
fast disappearing before the guns of the plume hunters. 
“There is an especial scarcity of the great American 
egret, the snowy heron, the Louisiana hen, the reddish 
egret, Ward’s heron andthe littleblueheron. Birdsthat 
were common at Fort Ogden a year and a half ago, are 
no more to be met with. The past dry season has en- 
abled the merciless plume hunter of the border to pene- 
trate dry shod into the former impenetrable retreat of 
the birds.” 

Professor Forbes, the State Entomologist of Illinois, 
reports that he finds cut worms of various species more 
numerous this year throughout Central and Southern 
Illinois than he has ever known them before. The 
fact is due, doubtless, to the dry weather of the last 
three years. The root web worm is also especially 
abundant, and likely to join with the cut worm in doing 
serious mischief when corn is planted after grass. The 
same circumstances which have promoted the develop- 
ment of the cut worm are favorable to the increase of 
the army worm. 

Lick — rvatory, at Mount Hamilton, Santa Clara 
County, California, has been transferged to the State 
U niversity Regents. It has taken thirteen years to 

construct the observatory and equip it with a 36-inch 
equatorial and other instruments. 

The 3d instant was the quietest First-day in this city 
in police annals for a long time. This was attributed 
to the rigid closing of the saloons under the operation 
of the new high license law, which had the effect of 
greatly decreasing the number of cases of drunkenness; 
34 arrests for this cause being made instead of 186 on 
the previous First-day. 

It is stated that Mayor Roche, of Chicago, will veto 
the ordinance prohibiting the location of “ any more” 
saloons within 200 feet of “churches” or schools in that 
city. This is the ordinance passed by the solid saloon 
vote, instead of the law asked by church and temper- 
ance people, requiring “all” saloons to be distant 200 
feet from schools or “ churches.” 

Deaths in this city last week numbered 335, which is 
35 less than in the previous week, and 17 ‘less than in 
the corresponding period last year. Of the foregoing 
178 were males and 157 females: 55 died of consump- 
tion ; 25 of diseases of the heart; 18 of pneumonia; 13 
of convulsions; 13 of inflammation of the stomach and 
bowels ; 12 of paralysis ; 12 of inanition ; 12 of debility; 
11 of typhoid fever; 10 of old age; 10 of marasmus, 
and 10 of inflammation of the brain. 

Markets, &e.—U. 8. 44’s, 107}; 4’s, registered, 1263; 
coupon, 127}; currency 6’ s, 118)" a 128. 

Cotton. — Spinners bought sparingly on a basis of 
10} ets. per pound for middling uplands. 

Feed was weak under liberal offerings and a slow de- 
mand. Quotations: Winter bran, choice, $17; do. do., 
fair to good, $16 a $16.75; spring brain, as to quality, 
$15.50 a $16. 

Flour and Meal.—The flour market was weak and 
irregular, with local jobbers operating sparingly. Sales 
of 125 barrels Pennsylvania roller straight, at $4.30; 
250 barrels Ohio, straight, at $4.65; 500 barrels winter 
patent, at $4.90 a $5.12) ; 125 barrels Minnesota, clear, 
at $4.20, and 500 barrels do., patent, at $5 a $5.15. Rye 
flour was firm, and 100 barrels choice sold at $3.75 per 
barrel. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat, 974 a 98 cts. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 61 a 62 cts. 
No. 2 white oats, 43 a 43) cts. 

Beef cattle were active and jc. higher. Extra, 5} a 
5} ets.; good, 5 a 5} cts.; medium, 43 a 4} cts.; com- 
mon, 4 a 4} cts. 

Sheep.— Extra 5 a5} cts. ; good, 4} a 43 cts.; medium, 
3} a 4} cts.; common, 2 a 35 cts.; lambs, 4 a 8 ets. 

Hogs were active, and all Western sold at 8 a 8} cts. 

Milch calves were scarce and wanted, at 5 a 7 cts. 

Milch cows were in fair demand at $25 a $55. 

Forr1GN.—On the 3rd instant, a very large meeting 
was held in the City Park in Cork, to take action with 
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reference to the Papal rescript. The meeting indorsed 


recent meeting in Dublin. 


a speech said “that the people had the suppx ort of the 
Bishops. 


wished to drop the rescript agitation, but they would 
continue it if necessary. 


sented by $351,150,900 of securities. 
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he resolutions adopted by the Irish Bishops at their 
William O’Brien, M. P, in 


The leaders of the Irish movement, he said, 


One hundred farmers, encouraged by the Papal re- 
cript, have bought turf from Landlord Husey’s bo 


at Ahabeg, in County Kerry. Hussey has been rigidly 
boycotted for four years. 


The Rome correspondent of the Duily News learns 
hat the Pope, through English Bishops, has repes ated. 
y asked the British Government to mitigate the rigor 


of its measures in Ireland, in order to facilitate the 
conciliatory object of the rescript. 


A French gunboat has hoisted the tri-color on Maitre 


Ile, the largest of the Minquieres group, between the 


sland of Jersey and Brittany. Maitre Ile has hitherto 


been recognized as a part of the Channel Islands, and 
Lord Salisbury will maintain England’s claims to its 
possession. 


Paris, Fifth Month 30th.—A semi-official note in 


relation to the claim of England to Maitre Ile, one of 
the Minquiers Group, over which the French flag has 


veen hoisted, expresses surprise at the statements of 


the English papers regarding the ownership of the 
group, 
claim to the Echeron Islands, but there never has been 
any question regarding the Minquiers, which have al- 
ways been 
doubt can be raised regarding our ownership, as we 
have had an important lighthouse there since 1865.” 


and adds: “The English have disputed our 


recognized as a French possession. No 


The Emperor of Brazil, who has been under medical 


treatment at Milan for several weeks, and who is im- 
proving, 


has gone to Aix les Baines. 9 
The Volks Zeitung declares that all the physictans 


attending the Emperor hgve abandoned the cancer 
theory. 
given some attention to important matters of State. 


He continues to take frequent rides and has 


A despatch from the City of Mexico says that Luis 


Huller has concluded a cash purchase of 5,000,000 
acres of land for colonization purposes in the States of 
Chiapas and Chihuahua. 
have forwarded a number of German families during 
the last month to Chiapas. 


Huller’s agents in Europe 


The Engineering News publishes an article on the 
Panama Canal, in which, among other things, it is 


stated, that at the highest rate yet reached of one mil- 


lion cubic metres per month, it is estimated that at 
least four years will be necessary to finish the canal if 
there is no lack of money. The money actually ex- 
pended up to the present time is $177,910,000, repre- 
- he amount to be 
raised to complete the canal is estimated at a minimum 
of $230,000,000, which would be represented by at least 
$500,000,000 of new securities. 


Westrown BoarpinGc Scnoou.—A stated meeting 
of the General Committee will be held at the school 
on Fourth-day, the 20th inst., at 8 A. M. 

The Committees on Instruction and Admissions meet 
the previous evening, at 7 o’clock, at the school. 

The Visiting Committee meet at the school on 
Seventh-day, 16th inst. 

Conveyances will meet the 2.47 and 4.55 trains on 
the 16th and 19th instants, at Westtown Station. 
Wo. Evans, 

Clerk. 


Philada., Sixth Mo. 1888. 











WanxtEp—A young or middle aged person to assist 
in household duties and 
family. 

Address : 


care of infant, in Friend's 


Box 40, Haddonfield P. O., New Jersey. 








Diep, on the evening of the 18th of Fifth Month, 
1888, near Mt. Laurel, N. J.. Epira S., wife of John 
FE. Darnell, in the 47th year of her age, a me:ber of 
Evesham Monthly Meeting of Friends. 

——, near Salem, Iowa, Fifth Month 29th, 1888, 
Ruopa Parkins, wife of David Parkins, aged 75 
years, a consistent member of Salem Monthly Meeting 
of Friends. This dear Friend bore with much patience, 
a lingering illness of near two years, during which 
time she passed through much suffering. Through 
mercy she was preserved in quietude of mind, and her 
friends have the consoling belief that her end was 
peace. 
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